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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
CONVERSATION 
Between N. Dodge and an old Brother in the 
Baptist Ministry. 

Brother D., How in the world came you to leave 
our order and join the Universalists ? 

Dodge. Because I found by increased attention 
to my Bible, that I had laboured under some great 
mistakes, and considered it my duty to confess and 
forsake them. 

Brother. Pray, Sir, What was one ? 

D. have been taught ever since I can remem- 
ber, that sin is an infinite evil, which is a mistake. 

B. What makes you think sin is not an infinite 
evil? 

D. The fountain is not infinite from whence the 
streams of sin emanate. Finite mortals cannot do 
infinite things. You might as well conclude that 
mortality produces immortality ; that time produces 
eternity ; or that ignorance produces knowledge ; as 
to conclude that finite fountains send forth infinite 
streams. 

B. Do we not read in Job xxii. 5, that iniquities 
are infinite ? 

D. Irecollect Eliphaz the Temanite suggested 
such athought to Job. [also recollect, in Job. xlii. 
7, that God corrected Eliphaz, and told him that he 
had not spoken the thing that was right concerning 
his servant Job; and I regret that you and I and 
millions more have been so much more like Eli- 
phaz, than like God in our conclusions upon this 
subject. 

B. But sin is committe J against an infinite God, 
and is a transgression of his infinitely holy law, 
therefore it must be infinite. 

D. In Luke xii. 47, 48, our Lord informs us 
that sin is estimated by our knowledge and not by 
his infinity. If your reasoning is fair, then the in- 
fant who purloins a pin, is as great a sinner as the 
piratical admiral who murders thousands of men! 
You have too much good sense to say that ignorant 
infants are as criminal as the greatest sinners in 
the world, because they have sinned against an in- 
finite God. You will not pretend that all sins are 
infinite, yet some are more infinite than others, and 
some are most infinite. You might as well say that 
some things are eternal, others more eternal, and 
others most eternal. 

B. I must confess that upon a fair investigation 
of the subject, it does not appear that every sin is 
an infinite evil. I have been mistaken in this mat- 
ter. But do you think God would ever have threat- 
ened to punish sinners with eternal death, if sin had 
not been viewed as an infinite evil by him? 





D. I should suppose not. This question brings 
to mind another mistake. We have long been told 
that God threatened to punish Adam with death 
temporal, spiritual, and eternal, in case of disobe- 
dience. But the sentence eternal death was never 
contained in any law of God, nor found in the 
Bible. Nor can any one tell the truth in saying that 
God ever threatened to puaish any one with eternal 
death, in any case. And who dares say that God 
will inflict greater punishments than any contained 
in his law? This second mistake is as great as the 
first. My friend, you need some one to expound 
the way of God more perfectly unto you; as Aqui- 
Ja and Priscilla did to Apollos. Acts xviii. 26. 

B. But would God the Father ever have re- 
quired his Son Jesus to have made an infinite atone- 
ment for sin, that he might consistently pardon sin- 
ners, if sin is not an infinite evil ? 

D. This brings up another old mistake. The 
word atonement is but once found in the New Tes- 
tament, Rom. v. 11, “By whom we have now re- 
ceived the atonement.” ‘Take notice, God did not 
receive the atonement. To suppose that God was 
the unreconciled party, and that Jesus came into 
the world and gave himself a sacrifice in order to 
reconcile God to sinners, is a very great mistake. 
The truth is, God never alters, but man being unre- 
conciled to God, Jesus came to reconcile all things 
unto himself, both in earth and in heaven, Col. i. 
20. Atonement is reconciliation. Hence the pro- 
priety of our receiving the atonement appears. Je- 
sus did not come in order to make it possible for 
God to love us; but to commend the love of God to 
us: even that love which the Father had towards a 
sinful world before Jesus came, and which was the 
cause of his coming, Jobn iii. 16,17. ‘This atone- 
ment or reconciliation, which is the same, is never 
called infinite by any inspired writer, and by what 
authority you call it infinite I cannot tell, unless it 
is to support the two former mistakes, viz. infinite 
sin, and infinite punishment. One mistake makes 
many. I hope when you get rid of one you will get 
rid of many. 

B. I will call to your recollection one argu- 
ment more, which we have always considered irre- 
fragably conclusive, viz. our Lord Jesus Christ 
being the true eternal God, and at the same time a 
perfect man, possessing two distinct natures in 
hypostatic union, was offered up as a sacrifice to 
make atonement for the sins of his elect. In as 
much as this subject has always been considered 
one of the great mysteries of godliness, and a reve- 
lation from God, and an article of the orthodox 
christians faith in all ages, I must be allowed to 
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render the idea of it as familiar as possible. To 
use an old similitude, the two natures of Christ 
were as really one, as the blood of all parents be- 
come one in their offspring. The scripture saith, 
“ They twain shall become one flesh.” Now, Sir, 
you must own, where there is union there is sympa- 
thy. Having this view of the subject, Paul called 
the blood of Christ the blood of God, Acts xx. 28, 
from this statement you must see, that the blood of 
God offered in atonement, was nothing less than 
infinite: this infinite atonement being made, proves 
that sin is infinite; and he who will not accept of 
this infinite atonement, must deserve and conse- 
quently suffer an infinite and eternal punishment. 

D. Give me leave to tell you my good old friend, 
that such doctrine is not new; it is the milk I 
was brought up upon. But I have serious queries 
whether it is in fact “the sincere milk of the 
word,” mentioned by the Apostle. I hope it will 
not be unpleasant to my pious friend, for me to 
suggest a few thoughts for consideration upon this 
subject. I confess that our glorious and precious 
Saviour is called God, in Psalm xlv. 6, “ Thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever,” and in several 
other places. But what must we understand by the 
next verse? “Therefore God, thy God, hath anoint- 
ed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows ?” 
Does it not appear from the last mentioned text that 
notwithstanding he is God, that he received his 
unction from one who was God before him? 
Though Isaiah (ix. 6.) calls him the mighty God 
and everlasting Father, does he not say in Matt. 
Xxviil. 18, “All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth?” Does not John the revelator, by in- 
spiration, say, He is the beginning of the creation of 
God? Rey. iii. 14. I freely acknowledge he is 
God’s Word, God’s King and lawgiver in Zion, 
God’s Elect, and the brightness of the Father’s glo- 
ry. That by him the worlds were made, and every 
thing in them. That he is the Redeemer and Sa- 
viour of the world. But now we see not yet all 
things put under him. Heb. ii. 8. Yet the time is 
rapidly approaching when all things shall be sub- 
dued unto him, then shall also the Son himself be 
subject unto him that put all things under him. 1 
Cor. xv. 28. 

Suppose we lay aside the old Primer for a short 
time, long enough to search the Scriptures. Also, 
lay aside Dr. Gill’s Body of Divinity, and even the 
Church Articles, and bring all our former senti- 
ments to the bar of mature reason, and compare 
them with the scriptures, and see whether we have 
not imbibed some mistakes, which in reality have 
no better support than the following considerations: 
they were impressed on the mind in childhood, and 
consecrated by numerous solemn institutions and 
rites, received from the lips of parental kindness, 
and enforced by the solemnities of public and pri- 
vate devotion, supported and defended by godly 
ministers, and guarded by their devout influence. 
Then let the word of God be a light to our feet and 
a lamp to our path, and we may possibly grow in 
grace, and make improvements in the divine life to 
the glory of God and the happiness of our own souls. 
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From the Christian Intelligencer. 
EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

“ There is a sinunto death: Ido not say he shal! 
pray for it.” John v. 16. 

The common opinion of the above is well known ; 
and the fact that no sin is committed at this day, for 
the forgiveness of which, good men refuse to pray, is 
equally well known. St. James directs,—* Is any 
sick among you? let him send for the elders of the 
church, and Jet them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil, in the name of the Lord ; and the prayer 
of faith shall save the sick, ‘and the Lord shall raise 
him up—and if he have committed sins, they sball 
be forgiven him. From which it is evident, that 
the apostles and elders could raise suitable sub- 
jects from beds of sickness; and it is equally 
certain, they sometimes exercised their adthori- 
ty by way of chastisement upon offenders, that 
they might be reformed, and others revere and obey 
the gospel as may be seen in the following: “In 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are 
gathered together, and my spirit with the power of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an one unto 
Satan, for the destruction of the flesh.” Thus an 
incestuous perso: was to be delivered by divine au- 
thority to satan, or to wasting disease, for the de- 
struction of the flesh, that had led him to disgrace 
the religion of Jesus. The apostle, however, was 
careful to intimate that the destruction extended 
no farther than the prevention of crime; since the 
spirit was to be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
Again, Paul informs Timothy, that he had * deli- 
vered two persons, who had made shipwreck of the 
faith, over to satan, that they might learn not to 
blaspheme.” But would excommunication, or turn- 
ing them out of the church, learn them not to blas- 
pheme? On the contrary, would it not have a ten- 
dency to continue them in a sinful course? And 
were I to recommend to the reader to send bis son 
to the Andover Theological Seminary to learn the 
doctrine of the holy scriptures, should you not 
think I had made shipwreck of my understanding, 
as well as my faith? But if we understand by the 
phrase, “deliver them over to satan,” that a chas- 
tisement was inflicted for the reformation of offend- 
ers, and to deter others from following their perni- 
cious example, all difficulties seem to be removed. 

Among the sins, for which prayer was not to be 
offered, that immediate relief might be given to the 
sufferers, I would reckon the crime alleged against 
the church at Corinth, in their conveiting the com- 
memoration of our Lord into a festival of gluttony 
and drunkenness. (See 1 Cor. xi. 21.) For which 
cause many were weak and sickly among them, and 
many slept; or their sins had been punished with 
death. The promulgation of the christian religion 
was designed to save from*the commisson of sin; 
but not to save the Corinthians, or any others, from 
the due punishment of sins already committed, un- 
less they were penitent and reformed. To excul- 
pate them in that manner, would be subversive of 
the very end for which the gospel was given. It 
therefore appears natural and proper, that John 





should caution the less informed believers against 





we at Fs 


Cane ees or 


* PO tor 











exercising the gifts with which they were endowed 
in an improper manner, by endeavouring to raise 
from beds of sickness, those who were visited with 
such afflictions for the punishment of atrocious 
sins. There are certain crimes which would pro- 
bably go unpunished, were it not for the conse- 
quences which follow to the body, as well as to the 
mind. Consequently, all things are wisely ordered, 
that sin may not go unpunished, nor virtue lose its 
just ceward. 

A distinction should be made between the day of 
apostolic miracles, and the present time: and the 
janguage of scripture in relation to prayer, and 
other religious exercises, and means of mercy, be 
construed accordingly. But it is to be feared that 
money-catching priests have, like the false pro- 
phets of old, blinded the minds of many to such a 
degree, that they have forgotten that any thing like 
real miracles were ever wrought by the gift of the 
Holy Ghost; so that “confusion and every evil 
work,” produced by the horse-leech company, who 
continually cry “give, give,” passes for the work of 
the Lord. Even the language of the scriptures, 
which was designed to express those operations of 
the Divine Spirit, by which miracles and mighty 
works were wrought, in attestation of the divinty of 
our holy religion, that language, I say, is so per- 
verted, as to be applied to those fanatical and su- 
perstitious exercises of mind, that bear no resem- 
blance to the things intended by its author. Ground- 
fess fears and giddy ecstacies are made to pass for 
the miraculous works of God. May the Lord de- 
liver our country from such influence, and “ give 
tis pastors after his own heart, who shall feed the 
people with knowledge and understanding.” 





—j>— 
EXCOMMUNICATION. 

The following Letter and Address was commu- 
nicated to the Methodist clergyman at Southold, 
(L. 1.) requesting his to communicate the same to 
the Methodist Society, which, it appears, he re- 
fused, and returned the manuscript to the petition- 
er. This mod@of proceeding is a sufficient indica- 
tion that they are afraid of coming to the light, and 
choose the darkness of the errors which surround 
them. 

LETTER. 

Dear Brethren—The time is now expired, which 
was allotted me by Brother Hatfreld, for consider- 
ation, of the discipline of your Church; which I have 
endeavoured to improve as well as I was able, hum- 
bly looking to my Heavenly Father that his spirit 
would lead me into all truth. I now confess, I can- 
not (consistently with the views I entertain of the 
scriptures, which I have taken for my rule and 
guide, together with reason, the noblest faculty 
God has bestowed on man, and which I prefer to 
any institution, system, or discipline, formed by 
man,) embrace the doctrine therein contained. I 
anticipate what will necessarily follow; for which 
event I trust I am prepared, putting my trust in 
that God who is able to support me through every 
trying scene of this transitory life. 
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which T request of you as a favour to read before 
them at your Class meeting, before you exclude me 
from the society. My Brethren, although towards 
me, I consider an uncharitable spirit has been, and 
still is shown, to you [I feel no resentment. I for- 
give all my persecutors. My earnest desire towards 
you and Brother Hatfield is, that you may know 
the truth as it is in Jesus, that you may see him as 
a complete, and not a conditional Saviour. Then 
would your feet be shod with the preparation of the 
gospe! of peace. Then would your heart indite a 
good matter, your tongues be as the pen of a ready 
writer, and you would acknowledge me your sister 
in the bonds of the gospel. 
ELECTRA TERRY. 

Dear Brethren and Sisters, 

By that endearing name I now address you, (al- 
though cast off by you, and considered as a reproach 
and dishonour to your society,) before you draw the 
separating line which is to dissolve our fellowship 
on earth, I consider it my duty to lay before youa 
reason of the hope that is in me, that you may be 
able to judge whether [ have committed any of- 
fence for which I ought to be thus treated. True, 
I believe “the Lord is good unto all, that his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works ;” that he is “ our 
Father” and we “ all are brethren.” That he “ will 
have all men to be saved, and come to the know- 
ledge of the truth.” -Am I for this to be expelled 
from your society? How often, my brethren, have 
I heard you pray to God to enlarge your hearis, to 
fill you with all the life of love, and to make you 
perfect in love! To that God who knows the secrets 
of all hearts I now appeal, that this has been my 
constant and pinceasing prayer, and that his Spirit 
would lead me into all truth; which prayer, | hum- 
bly trust is answered, inasmuch as he has brougit 
me to love and fear him, as my God and Father; 
Christ as my elder brother and Redeemer, and my 
neighbour as myself; in that I believe his happiness 
equal to, and lasting as my own. 

Dear Brethren and Sisters, when my soul was 
overwhelmed with the dark clouds of despair, when 
I feared an angry God had no mercy in store for me, 
and my soul sunk under this imaginary horror, then 
you extended to me the hand of fellowship and 
charity, and I was considered as a member of your 
society. But now, since it has pleased God, in his 
great mercy, to lift upon me the light of his recon- 
ciling countenance, to establish my goings, and to 
fill my soul with his love, you have cast me off. 
Surely this is surprising! But for ever blessed and 
adored be the name of my God and Redeemer ; 
when earthly friends have cast me off, the Lord 
hath taken me up. The Lord he is my God; the 
Holy One of Israel my defence ; my soul doth put 
her trust in that God who has promised and is able 
to perform, and will perfect that which concerneth 
me. I stand accused of believing in the final resto- 
ration of all mankind. 1 believe the promise of 
God, which he swear to Abraham saying, “ By my- 
self have I sworn, saith the Lor, that in blessing I 
will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply 
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thy seed, as the stars of heaven and as the sand 
of the sea shore, and thy seed shall possess the gates 
of his enemies and in thy seed (which is Christ,) 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ;” which 
promise was confirmed to Isaac, to Jacob, and all 
the prophets. I believe with the Psalmist, “all the 
ends of the world shall remember and turn unto 
the Lord, and all the kindred of the nations shall 
worship before him ; for the kingdom is the Lord’s 
and he is the governor among the nations” “TI 
have sworn by myself,” saith the Lord by Isaiah, 
“the word is gone out of my mouth righteousness, 
and shall not return, that unto me every knee shall 
bow, every tongue shall swear, surely shall say, In 
the Lord have I righteousness and strength, to Lim 
shall come, and all that are incensed against him 
shall be ashamed.” I believe in the “times of res- 
titution of all things which God has spoken by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world be- 
gan. That in the dispensation of the fullness of 
times he will gather together in one all things in 
Christ.” Also that “God, who at sundry times 
and in divers manners, spake in times past unto 
the Fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appoint- 
ed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds.” This I do firmly believe with all the ran- 
somed powers of my soul; and thus believing have 
entered into rest. 

Now Brethren and Sisters, let me ask you, if a 
part of the race of Adam is to be for ever consigned 
to misery and wretchedness, how can they be bless- 
ed in Christ? If for ever to be cast off from God, 
how can they remember and worship before him? 
If for ever excluded from his presence, how can 
every knee bow, and every tongue swear, “In the 
Lord have I righteousness and strength ?” If the 
arch deceiver of man, holds in‘adamantine chains 
of despair a part of the work of God, how can all 
things be gathered in Christ? How is Christ heir 
of all things, so long as his adversary holds a part 
of his possessions ? these I cannot reconcile. 

That God is infinite in wisdom, knowledge, and 
power, we all profess to believe. That before he 
created man, his Omnicient eye, with one pro- 
spective glance, viewed all that would befal him. 
The plan of his creation and redemption, was form- 
ed in his Almighty mind before the worlds were 
made; and whatever was in his mind concerning 
man, he will do, for he is unchangeable. 

We are informed he created man in his own 
image. That by transgression man fell. That sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin. That 
Christ the only begotten of the Father, descended 
to this world to destroy this sin; this was the work 
his Father gave him todo. “Thou shalt call his 
name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their 
sins.” Jesus says, “I came to do the will of my 
Father ; and this is his will, that of all that he has 
given me, I shall lose none, but shall raise it up at 
the last day.” Should it be asked, How many the 
Father hath given him? God, by Ezekiel, saith, 
“All souls are mine,” and Jesus, to the Father, 
saith, “All thine are mine, and mine are thine.” 


Has Jesus undertaken a work that he is not able to 
perform? Will he not finish the transgression, and 
make an end of sins, and bring in everlasting righ- 
teousness? “Forasmuch then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself like- 
wise took part of the same, that through death he 
might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the Devil, and deliver them who through 
fear of death, were all their life time subject to 
bondage. The last enemy shall be destroyed, death. 
I will ransom them from the power of the grave, I 
will redeem them from death. O Death, I will be 
thy plagues: O Grave, I will be thy destruction ; 
repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.” Death is 
swallowed up in victory; and when sin, death and 
hell are destroyed, then and not till then, will every 
one remember, will every tongue swear. Then 
every knee shall bow before him, and every tongue 
shall confess, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory, and honour, and power ; for thou hast created 
all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were 
created.” 

Thus, my brethren and sisters, I have endeavour- 
ed as well as I am able, to lay before you the truth, 
on which my hope is built for eternity. And to that 
God who is able to make us more than conquerors 
through him that loved us, I commit the keeping of 
my body and spirit; believing that, “neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate my soul from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Although you draw the 
separating line on earth, when this earthly taberna- 
cle is dissolved, when this mortal shall put on im- 
mortality, when all animosity, prejudice, and super- 
stition is done away, when all the ransomed sons 
and daughters of Adam shall meet around our Fa- 
ther’s throne—together we shall chant the hymns of 
immortal praise, to him who gave himself a ransom 
for all, and redeemed us with his blood. In hope 
of this blissful eternity, I now subscribe myself 

Your Sister, ELECTRA TERRY. 

Southold, February 16, 1825. 

—p—— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—The following questions I have ex- 
tracted from a small pamphlet, entitled “ A Descant 
on Universalism; a Poem by John Peck. To 
which is added a few questions to the believers in 
Universal Salvation.” If you think they are wor- 
thy of your notice, I should be gratified to see them 
published, together with your remarks, in the Gos- 
pel Herald. C.P. 

Southold, April 20th, 1825. 

1. “If all are to be saved, why should there be a 
general judgment, to divide the sheep from the 
goats, the tares from the wheat, the righteous from 
the wicked ? 

2. What will be the difference at the judgment, 
between the righteous and the wicked ? 

$. What is the use or importance of publishing 
the glad tidings of the gospel, if the worst equally 





with the best, are to be ultimately saved ? 
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4. What is the meaning of that doctrine which 
Christ preached to the Jews, “ Except ye repent 
ye shall all likewise perish ?” 

5, Where shall the sin against the holy ghost be 
forgiven, for Christ said, “ neither in this world 
nor that which is to come ?” 

6. How can those persons who have denied the 
Saviour, who are covered with crimes, and die in 
their sins, join the eternal song, “worthy is the 
Lamb,” &e. 

7. “ Without holiness no man can see the Lord”— 
where shall they get holiness that die in their sins? 

8. What is the meaning of the scripture, “ He 
that believeth not shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God abideth on him ? 

9. “ Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a man 
be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God” — 
where shall those be born again who die in their sins ? 

10. Where was the rich man when he lifted up 
his eyes in torment, with a great gulf between him 
and heaven ? 

11. When Mr. Hosea Ballou, a minister of the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation, preached at New- 
Haven a short time since, he was asked at the close 
of his discourse, What will become of unbelievers ? 
He answered, “ it is understood they will be lost” — 
and on being asked what will become of the lost 
souls, or where they could go to?—he replied, 
“ they will go where they want to ;’—was the rich 
man one of these lost souls—and did he go where 
he wanted to? 

12. Does the belief in Universal Salvation make 
better members of society ; better parents, husbands, 
wives, children ; does it make the drunkard leave 
his cups, the thief honest, the profane moral, the 
debauchee chaste—or does it not rather give scope 
to indulgence, and loosen the reins of vice and im- 
morality ? 

REMARKS. 

We publish the above, not on account of the 
merit of the article, but rather with a view to the 
impartial course we have hitherto pursued. The 
interrogations betray gross ignorance of the Scrip- 
tures, and mankind, which we will make appear by 
interrogations in reply to those introduced by our 
correspondent. 

1. If all men are not to be saved, why should 
God judge all men in righteousness by Jesus 
Christ? Why should the prophet (Psa. xcvi.) call 
upon all to rejoice, because God will judge the 
world ; and declare, that “the world also shall be 
established that it shall not be moved? And John 
declare, (Rev. xv.) “ All nations shall come and 
worship before thee; for thy judgments are made 
manifest?” “ Zion shall be redeemed with judg- 
ment, and her converts with righteousness,” is the 
declaration of God’s prophet. 

2. What is the difference between a sick man and 
aman in health? See Isa. lvii. 16—21. 1 Cor. iii. 
1i—15. 

3. What is the use or importance of publishing 
glad tidings of health to sick people, if those who 
are very sick, as well as those who are only a little 


4. What is the signification of the phrase, “ the 
tower of Siloam,” which fell on the rebellious Jews ? 
5. When shall those be forgiven, spoken of by the 
Prophet, (Isa. xl. 2.) who “received at the Lord's 
hand double for all their sins?” What shall be the 
punishment of those, who, like this writer, palm 
upon the reader for Christ’s words, a declaration 
that Christ never made ? 

6. How can Peter be saved, who denied Christ? 
How can any of the human tace be saved, when 
“death hath passed upon all, for that all have sin- 
ned?” How can life be given to a man, unless he 
is dead ? or health, unless he is sick ? 

7. When shall all men or any man get holiness, 
when all have died in their sins ? 

8. What is the meaning of the Scripture, “All 
shall know the Lord from the least unto the great- 
est ?” And this—* This is life eternal to know thee, 
the only true God,” &c. 

9. Paul says, “Sin revived and I died.” Also, 
sin “ slew me.”’ When shall Paul be born again ? 

10. Where will the rich man be, when the ti- 
umphant song is sung, “O grave, (hades, hell,) 
where is thy victory ?” If an endless hell is to be the 
punishment for deception, where will the translators 
of the Bible go? (See Luke xvi. 23; 1 Cor. xv. 55. 
where the same word is rendered grave and hell !) 

11. Who besides the writer of the small pam- 
phlet, says that Mr. Ballou made the assertions 
there contained? Quere. If the rich man chose 
darkness, and was turned into darkness, did he go 
where he did not want to ? 

12. If a belief in the endless misery of a great 
portion of mankind, will make a man merciful, how 
can you account for Calvin’s murder of M. Serve- 
rus? If a belief of endless misery, is necessary to 
make men good members of society, how will you 
account for the excellent characters of some Deists ; 
whose lives have been an ornament to society, and 
a satire upon Pharisees and hypocrites ? 

4 gratuitous Question. 

If goodness consists in forgiving enemies, how 
inexpressibly detestable must be the character of 
the god you worship, who, instead of forgiving his 
eneinies, will torment them interminably ? 

_— fa 
TRIAL OF THE THAYERS. 

The highly and interesting and important trial of 
the Thayers, for the murder of John Love, was 
brought on at the late Court of Oyer and Termine: 
held last week, at the Court House in this village, 
his Honour Judge Walworth, presiding. The prose- 
cution was conducted on the part of the people by 
Heman B. Potter, District Attorney, Sheldon Smith, 
and Henry Brown, Esqrs. ; and was defended on the 
part of the prisoners, by Thomas C. Love, Ethan 
B. Allen, and Ebenezer Griffin, Esqrs. The trial 
commenced at 8 o’cluck, on Thursday morning, and 
continue? until 12 o’clock, on Saturday night.— 
The proofs were entirely circumstantial, but were 
very clear and satisfactory ; detailing a most horrid 
and atrocious murder. The prisoners were three 
brothers, by the names of Israel, Nelson, and Isaac 





indisposed, are to be made whole > 





Thayer. The jury pronounced them all curry. 
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On Monday niorning following the trial, they re- 
ceived sentence of death ; to be executed on the 17th 
of June next. The prisoners have subsequent 
wade a full confession of their guilt.—Buffalo Pat. 

REMARKS. 

The three unfortunate individuals above named, 
were found guilty of a most horrid murder. The in- 
dividual whom they despatched to eternity, was, if 
we are correctly informed, an industrious, prudent, 
andsober man, though he has been charged with 
being somewhat parsimonious and irreligious. As it 
should ever be our endeavour to learn wisdom from 
the passing events of the day, we would invite the 
attention of the reader to a few facts in relation to 
the case above stated. The soul of the murdered 
man, Love, was said by the learned judge in his 
speech, to have been sent out of the world “ unpre- 
pared into the presence of its God.” Now we wish 
to ask our orthodox brethren what has become of 
this murdered man’s soul ? His life was taken when 
he least expected it,—he never had been considered 
pious, and was hurried from time to eternity “ un- 
prepared !”—Must not our limitarian brethren con- 
fess, that, in all human probability, Love is in hell ? 
We think so. The Thayers are now in prison, and 
will probably be waited upon by the Rev. Clergy of 
this village ; and it is altogether probable, that these 
criminals will be “ converted,” &c. so that they will 
be considered perfectly safe! Now admitting that to 
be the case, (and we doubt not it will be so) we de- 
sire to know where both parties will receive “ ac- 
cording to the deeds done in the body ?” 

Query. Is it not a fair calculation, that on the 
orthodox platform, the gallows is the stepping stone 
to HEAVEN ? Gos. Adv. 

ip 
A HINT TO THE PEOPLE. 

“ The asses which thou wentest to seek are found ; 
and lo, thy father hath left the care of the asses, and 
sorroweth for you, saying, What shall I do for my 
son?” 1Sam. x, 2. 

No reasonable man can wonder at the sorrowing 
of Kish, the father of Saul, for his son ; for he cared 
more for his son than for the asses, which were lost ; 
and his son’s long absence, for he had gone in pur- 
suit of the beasts, excited his fears. And this is the 
whole of the matter, says the reader ; for the asses 
were found, and Saul returned in safety to his care- 
ful father. 

It would, perhaps, be bordering upon impiety, to 
say of any part of the Bible, that it cannot furnish a 
profitable moral, and be recited for instruction and 
edification. Kish, Saul’s father, was properly ex- 
ercised in his solicitude for the safety and well-be- 
ing of his asses. The relation of things, and the 
circumstances of the case, show the degrees of pro- 
priety, and the father, when his son’s long absence 
authorized fears for his safety, cared more for his 
son than for the asses, which first caused his 
anxiety. 

We draw no comparisons. Our him is to draw a 
good moral from our motto. Should invidious men 
force an application of the words, to the discredit oi 
any one, we are innocent. When Kish left caring 





for the asses, and cared for his son, the asses were 
found ; and the son was supposed to be lost in their 
stead. Therefore the careful man, Kish, was sor- 
rowful for one whom he believed to be a subject of 
sorrow. © that modern careful persons imitated 
Kish, the father of Saul. 

How careful are many in our day of clergymen! 
Great exertions are made to benefit them, while 
they are in safety, secure from all the ills that pover- 
ty is heir to. How many widows, fatherless, or- 
phans, and variously circumstanced unfortunate and 
necessitous persons, are groaning beneath the weight 
of complicated woes, for whom no care is cherish- 
ed! How lamentable the delusion, which will steel 
the heart against poor relatives, and awaken solici- 
tude for the gratification of the pride of those who 
live in the midst of abundance! How different was 
the conduct of Kish! When the asses were found, 
he left caring for them, and all his sorrow was for 
his son; saying, * What shall I do for my son ?” 
O that men were wise, that they understood this, 
that they would consider the helpless, and say, 
What shall I do for the sufferers ? 

—<>_ — 
INDUSTRY. 

The Jews are said, during some periods, at least 
of their existence as a people, to have educated 
their children, universally, in active business; and 
to have adopted, proverbially, this aphorism, that he 
who does not bring up his child to useful industry, 
brings him up to be a beggar and a nuisance. It is 
to be fervently wished, that all Christian parents 
would adopt the same maxim, and thus prepare 
their children to become blessings, both to them- 
selves and mankind. It has been repeatedly ob- 
served in these discourses, that industry and econo- 
my are not natural to man, and can only be esta- 
blished by habituation. These habits must both be 
begun in the morning of life, or there is danger 
that they will never be begun successfully. As no 
man, consistently with his plain duty, can be ex- 
cused from being industrious and economical him- 
self; so no man can be justified for a moment, who 
does not effectually communicate both industry and 
economy to his children. He who at first made 
labour the employment of mankind, and who after- 
wards commanded to gather the fragments, that 
nothing might be lost, will admit no excuse for the 
neglect of these duties, whether they respect our- 
selves or our offspring. .In this subject, parents 
and children of both sexes are equally concerned. 
Both parents are bound to teach their children, and 
their children of both sexes are bound to learn to 
be industrious, and economical ; to fill up their time 


with useful employments; to methodize it, that it 


may be thus filled up; and feel tat the loss of time, 
the neglect of talents, and the waste of property, are 
all serious violations of their duty to God. The 
parents are bound to inspire, and the children to 
imbibe, a contempt, an abhorrence, for that silly, 
worthless frivolity, to which so many children, of 
fashionable parents especially, are trained ; that sin- 
ful waste of ¢he golden hours of life; that sickly 
devotion to amusement ; that shameful, pitiable de- 
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pendance on a to help them nite, even tole- | 
rably, through their present, tedious, dragging ex- 
Few persons are more to be pitied, as 
than those 


istence. 
eertainly few are more to be blamed, 
who find their enjoyment only in diversions; and 
cling to a ride, a dance, a visit, a play, or a novel, 
to keep them from sinking into a gloom and de- 
spondence. Industrious persons, who spend their 
time in useful pursuits, are the only persons whose 
minds are serene, contented, and cheerful. If we 
wish happiness for our children, then we shall care- 
fully educate them to an industrious life. 
Dwight’s Sermons. 
—_<— 
FROM THE HAMILTON RECORDER. 

Extract from an Address delivered at Pittsfield, 

(Mass.) July 5th, 1824. By the Parson John 

Leland. 

One thing remains undone in this Common- 
wealth, viz. to place religion on its proper footing. 
Before the revoiution, many of the colonies had re- 
ligious establishments among them. Rhode-Island, 
New-York, and Pennsylvania had none. During 
the war, or since its close, all the old states have 
altered their constitutions and revised their laws, to 
place religion where it ought to be, except Massa- 
chusetts. All the new states that have been formed 
since the revolution, have left religion to stand on 
its own merits. How strange itis, that Massachu- 
setts should boast of its singular wisdom and piety, 
for holding fast that which the other states justly re- 
proach it for. I was in hopes when the patent of- 
fice was demolished at Washington, that no one sa- 
ciety in any town in Massachusetts would get a 


patent with the exclusive right to all the new born, 


profane and strangers, within its limits. This, how- 
ever, is not the case. The convention that revised 
the constitution have confirmed the old firm of law 
and religion ; church ana state: hypocrisy and cru- 
elty. Itistrue that all religious societies may screen 
theimselves from the lash of any other, if they will 
avail themselves of the weapon (corporate power) 
that does all the mischief—but no provision is made 
for individuals. Children, the irreligious and emi- 
grants, are all claimed by one society. The lan- 
guage of it is this—* You shall join a religious soci- 
ety or be whipped; and when you join you shall 
pay your quota of cents—for no penny, no pater 
noster.” 

Instead of the second and third articles of our de- 
clatation of rights, if something hke the following 
was inserted, it would be highly gratifying, to one 
at least—I believe to many thousands. 

“ The legislature have no right, and shall assume 
no power, to establish any religion—force any man 
to support any—give one religious sect any prefer- 
ence to another—proscribe any man for heresy—ap- 
point any holy days for worship—compel any man 
to attend public worship, or cease from Jabour—give 
legal reward for religious services, or require any 
religious test, to qualify for office.” 

This proposed amendment may be viewed in the 
light of licéngiousness, by some ; and as bordering 
on blasphemy, by others ; the substance of it, how- 


ever, is is abigeal in all ¢ the states, except | Massachu- 
setts, and enjoyed in the city of Boston, in distine- 
tion from other towns in the Commonwealth. 

Almost two centuries past, Roger Williams was 
ejected from Salem, and banished from Massachu- 
setts, for contending for the same doctrine—that 
rulers, in their official capacity, had nothing to do 
with religion. The contrary opinion prevailed in 
the colony—that legislatures had a divine right to 
prescribe religion for the people ; and that magis- 
trates had-the same right to judge of doctrines and 
their tendencies. This claim occasioned the Bap- 
tists to be whipped, the Quakers to be hanged, and 
the witches to be gibbeted! Admit of the principle, 
that religious opinions are objects of civil govern- 
ment, or any way under its control, and the broad 
stair is laid in the case that leads to the inquisition, 
Admit of the principle, and the rights of the peo- 
ple rest upon the good will of the legislature, and 
the benevolence of towns; whereas they ought to 
rest upon a footing out of the reach of the ill will 
of the legislature, and the malevolence of towns. 
Though the tree may be hewn down, yet the just 
liberty of the people is not secure while the stump 
is preserved with a band of iron and brass. 

That the stain on our revolution, the reproach of 
this Commonwealth, and perplexity of thousands, 
may be removed, it is ardently wished that the root 
of bitterness may be erased from our constitution, 
and that all laws which have proceeded therefrom 
may be repealed. 

I close by observing that here is an arm seventy 
years old, which (as long as it can raise to heaven ia 
prayer, or wield a pen on earth) shall never be in- 
active when the religious rights of men are in jeop- 
ardy. Was there a vital fibre in my heart, that did 
not plead for rational religious liberty, I would 
chase the felon from his den and roast him in the 
flames. 

[The author of the foregoing Address is among 
the oldest and most influential Baptist preachers in 
this country. He has probably travelled more miles, 
preached more sermons, and baptized more persons, 
than any one individual now living in America. In 
the eatly part of his ministry, he travelled on foot 
through most parts of Virginia, and contributed in 
no small degree to the overthrow of the Episcopal 
Established Church in that state, then supported by 
law and civil enactments. He has always acted a 
consistent part, and is a firm fiiend and advocate 
for religious liberty and the rights of conscience. 

Ed. Phil. Ref.) 
<< 
ANOTHER GOSPEL. 

A person whorecently heard Dr. Gardiner Spring 
preach, says, the preacher speaking of the promises 
of God for a lost world, repeatedly declared, “ Sin- 
ners, these promises are not for you.” Our inform- 
ant adds, that considering himself a sinner, and 
learning that he had no part nor lot in the matter, 
he left the house. 

We pity the delusion which binds down the mind 
to such abominable doctrine as the above. This 





“ alarming preaching,” as it is called, answers the 






























































GOSPEL HERALD. 





————- -— ———— ———_—__. —_——— - _—. 





purpose intended. The deluded hearer is made 
anxious to secure his salvation; which is made 
“ hopeful,” when he opens his purse, and pampers 
the pride of his minister. Sinners, in our day, are 
those who believe God’s promises, and dare to think 
for themselves ; without the intervention of Calvin’s 
and Hopkins’s disciptes. Saints are those who bow 
and cringe to clergymen ; and, passing by the wants 
of the widow and the fatherless, administer freely to 
supply the insatiable craving of proud Pharisees, 
who unceremoniously damn those who have the 
hardihood to keep their money in their own pockets. 

We entreat the poor, misguided, priestridden 
dupes of this dignified doctor’s te@ching, to read at- 
tentively, and believe honestly, Rom. iii. 19—24. 

—j>— 
GLAD TIDINGS. 

“ The Committee of the (N. Y.) Legislature ap- 
pointed on the Lebanon, Madison County, petition, 
have reported that the superintendant of common 
schools has no authority, by law, officially to recom- 
mend Tracts to their schools; nor to order the 
school celebrations which he did. Of course, all 
he has done as an instrument in the hands of the 
elergy, was an usurpation of authority and power. 
So that the ambitious clergy of that state are again 
all aback in these, their snaky, underhanded designs 
on the school funds, and the Tract instructions for 
youth, at present. At least they cannot make an 
instrument of the secretary of state, and superin- 
tendent of common schools, to effect their ambitious 
purposes. 

* And will they now proclaim to Europe this sig- 
nal defeat, asthey before did their ‘ signal success 7” 
Or will they hush up this defeat of the clergy in 
their attempts to esteblish a Religion by law ?” 

Eagle. 
—>—. 

QG The Universalist Society in Hopbottom, 
Susquehanna Co. (Pa.) are building a commodious 
House of worship, and have progressed so far as to 
have the building covered, and contemplate its coin- 
pletion the ensuing summer. They give a praise- 
worthy evidence of a good spirit, by a resolve that 
their House shall be opened to Christians of all 
denominations, when not used by themselves. 

—— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
MY INFANT'S GRAVE. 
Thou who in earthly powers dost trust, 
Or art of wealth a slave, 


Before thou'rt humbled in the dust, 
Think of my Infant's grave. 


The pure, the guiltless babe there lies, 
Nor sighs nor groans could save, 

Nor parent's tears, nor pray’rs, nor cries, 
Could keep him from the grave. 


Because that man was made of dust, 
From death nought can him save : 

All that have life, die surely must, 
And turn to earth—the grave ! 


But then, the spirit unconfin'd, 
From death God will it save ; 


ANECDOTE. 

A few days since, “ an Experienced Goat Milk- 
er” called on an elderly single lady, and “ stripped” 
her of ten pair of stays, two hair combs, and one and 
a half pounds of rags. Would it not be well for the 
wise Legislators of Maine, to follow the example of 
Pennsylvania, and impose a fine upon all bachelors, 
for the support of these maidens, who are brought 
to poverty by missionary mendicants ? HUMANITUS. 

Chris. Intel. 


—~—-— 
PROSPBCTUS, 

On commencing the Sizth Volume of the Gos- 
pen Hera p, it is proper to say, for the inforna- 
tion of-those who have not seen the Prospectus of 
this Paper heretofore published, th. «us Paper is 
any thing but a sectarian production, “ got up” to 
advance the cause of human traditions, deceive the 
public, wheedle the people of their cash, on pretence 
of saving their souls, and pampering a lazy, hypo- 
critical priesthood. The columns of this Paper are 
open to the world. Friends, and foes, if we have 
any, are invited to publish and defend whatever they 
conscientiously believe tobe the truth. The Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testaments are the only 
authority we acknowledge; for we give human 
creeds, confessions of faith, articles, etc. to the 
winds. 

We believe in One God, the Father of our Lerd 
Jesus Christ; and, also, the Father of the great hu- 
man family; whom he hath created for the exclu- 
sive purpose of advancing them to holiness and hap- 
piness. We also believe in as many Hells and 
Devils as the Scriptures inform us of, and no more! 
We profess universal and unqualified toleration of 
religions opinions; and will march in the ranks 
with any who will honestly contend for truth, and 
oppose, in a proper manner, every thing under 
Heaven in the shape of clerical pride and imposi- 
tion; while we advocate the sublime and (od- 
honouring sentiment, “ One is your Father who is 
in Heaven, and all ye are brethren.” 


Che Convitionus 
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